
CATALYST EDUCATION PROGRAMME (CEP)

Student
Application
Information

For prospective applicants in Years 12 and 13

Opportunity  •  Skills  •  Access

Opening careers in finance to the talent of tomorrow.

1



How CEP works

STUDENT INFORMATION WEBINAR

CEP connects talent with opportunity in the 
investment and savings industry.

The programme supports young people who may face barriers to 
professional networks and career insight. Accredited learning, employer 
engagement and practical experiences build confidence, broaden 
horizons and make progression feel possible.
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KNOWLEDGE

Online study towards a 
foundation-level qualification 
(CISI)

02

UNDERSTANDING

Employer workshops connect 
learning to real careers.

03

SKILLS

Employability support prepares 
students for applications.
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Student journey

Recruit

Apply and interview
(September to 6th November)

Learn

Qualification teaching - CISI
(30th November to Mid-July ‘27)

Zoom Sessions – Term Time
Tuesdays, Wednesdays or 
Thursdays (5pm-6:30pm)

Events

Firm-led workshops
(Jan, Mar, May and Jul ‘27)

Held at firms
4:30pm-7pm

Exam

CISI Level 2
(Jul & Aug ‘27)

Exam sat at a test 
centre in London

Insight

Firm visits
(Jul ‘27)

Offered to committed students
(One-to- five-day experiences)

Career

University or 
apprenticeship

TIME COMMITMENT: 3 HOURS A WEEK ON TOP OF A LEVELS/ EQUIVALENTS

CEP is designed to help you learn and build confidence, not to test whether you already “know finance”
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Application process and eligibility

Who can apply? • Yr12 or Yr13 (Yr 13 only complete the first year of the programme) from September 2026
• Attend a state school or FE college in London or the Southeast
• Achieved at least a grade 5 in English and Maths at GCSE
• Ideal (but not essential) to hold either a GCSE or equivalent in Business or Economics
• Ideal (but not essential to be studying towards Business or Economics at A Level or equivalent

What do we look for? • Students who have received Free School Meals
• Students whose parents have not attended University
• Be interested in a career in financial services
• Be prepared to attend weekly online qualification study sessions and complete work outside of online 

sessions
• Be prepared to travel into London  to attend face-to-face sessions and take the exam
• Be able to respond to communications promptly and politely
• Be able to access a PC or Laptop with a reliable WI-FI or internet connection for online sessions
• Be prepared to participate in a short interview prior to gaining a place on the programme.
• Motivation, curiosity, commitment and openness to learning.

What happens next? • Complete the online application form from today
• Your application will be reviewed within 10-days - if you meet the criteria, you will be invited to attend a 

short (20-minute) online interview
• A decision will be made on whether a place will be offered to you following your interview
• Parental consents will be sent to be signed by a parent/guardian and yourself
• Once consent received an invitation will be sent for the CEP launch event – Wednesday 18th November

Key dates
• Application deadline: Friday 6th November
• All interviews completed: Friday 13th November
• CEP Launch Event: In London - Wednesday 18th November in the evening
• Online sessions start: Week Commencing 30th November 2026

Three tips: be yourself · explain why you are interested · use specific examples
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Cz6X5XLw5D


Next steps

Explore. Apply. Ask questions.

You do not need to have your whole career mapped out at 16 or 17. CEP is an opportunity to 
explore finance, meet people working in it, develop skills and find out whether it could be 
part of your future.
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Application Deadline: Friday 6th November 2026 – Apply via QR code or link
Limited to 150 Places – get applications in early!
Contact email: CEP@inclusioninfinance.com

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=wqP73NgU3kalbkyEulPQOTuP-n4D_-dHjfdrNVGPpCdUNVZPR1dSOElKR0MxRUNPTkpXTkY1RlBJVy4u&route=shorturl
mailto:CEP@inclusioninfinance.com
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